Learn on Your Own
Day 1: God Remembers
Review the video for this session.

Engage
Read Acts 10:1–8.
Consider
Cornelius had what must have been a shocking experience when the angel came to visit him. The entire scene was miraculous and breathtaking, but why exactly did God pinpoint Cornelius as a candidate for such a visitation? Consider these questions:
	
QUESTION
How does Scripture describe Cornelius?




	QUESTION
What was God’s response to the things Cornelius had done and was known for?




	QUESTION
What can we learn from Cornelius?



Reflect
It seems God observed Cornelius’s actions and heart, and God honored these things about him.
	

QUESTION
If God observes and remembers your actions and heart, how should this impact the way you live?


Activate
Cornelius was known as a man who was generous to the poor. This week take an opportunity to be generous. You can either give directly to someone in need or give to missions this week. You can trust God will receive it as an offering.
Pray
Father, I want my actions and heart to be pleasing to You. I want to live in such a way that You’re compelled to visit me with Your presence and that You’re willing to use me for Your purposes. I want to be known in heaven by my actions, my good deeds, and my prayers. Amen.

Learn on Your Own
Day 2: Worth the Wait
Engage
Read Acts 1:1–5.
Consider
Between Jesus’ crucifixion and ascension into heaven, Jesus visited His disciples and taught them about His kingdom. In these verses, we get to eavesdrop on one command He gave them.
	
QUESTION
What instruction did Jesus give His disciples?




	QUESTION
Why did He give them this instruction?



Reflect
Though they didn’t know it yet, the disciples would end up waiting around ten days between Jesus’ ascension and the Day of Pentecost when they experienced the baptism in the Holy Spirit. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is worth seeking and waiting for.
	

QUESTION
What can we learn while waiting for God to fulfill His promises in our life?



Activate
Take out either your phone, a journal, or a piece of paper. Write a list of things you want to see God do in your life. Then write a list of promises that you feel are worth seeking God for and waiting on Him to fulfill. Keep that list in a safe place. Be sure to revisit it and check items off the list as God fulfills His promises.
Pray
Father, Jesus commanded the disciples to wait until You sent the gift of the Holy Spirit. Give me the patience and the strength to wait for You to move in my life. I have promises and hopes I believe You will fulfill. I’m committed to waiting and seeking You until then. I want to be faithful. Amen.

Learn on Your Own
Day 3: Eyewitness
Engage
Read Acts 1:6–9.
Consider
The early Christians were told by Jesus to go into all the world and preach the good news. He has given us the same command. That feels like a very big, overwhelming task. Because of this, Jesus doesn’t leave us to figure it out on our own. He had some final words for His disciples.
	
QUESTION
What do you receive when the Holy Spirit comes?




	QUESTION
What does it mean to be a witness for Jesus?



Reflect
This promised gift of the Holy Spirit, this power, is available for you right now. The Holy Spirit is still working in the world today just as He was thousands of years ago.
	

QUESTION
What do you think would happen if you started regularly asking the Holy Spirit to give you the power to be a witness to others?



Activate
Today is going to be a big one. If you’ve never received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, now is the time to ask God for this gift. Don’t give up if He doesn’t respond immediately. You need His empowerment just like Jesus’ first followers did, and you may have to wait like they did. And if you’ve already been baptized in the Holy Spirit, take time to ask God to fill you again with the power you need to serve Him.
Pray
Father, prepare me to serve You through the power of the Holy Spirit. I’m ready to receive everything You have for me. I open my heart and life to You. I believe in Your power to change lives. I’m ready to take the next step in my journey with You. Amen.

Learn on Your Own
Day 4: The Upper Room
Engage
Read Acts 2:1–4.
Consider
In these verses, we’re given a little detail about what was going on the day the disciples received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. This tells us what was happening when they were filled with the Holy Spirit.
	

QUESTION
What were the believers doing on that day?




	QUESTION
When the Holy Spirit came, what were some things that happened?




	QUESTION
What physical action did those who were filled with the Holy Spirit do?



Reflect
This was a dramatic, astonishing encounter with the presence of God. The Bible says it happened suddenly. However, before they experienced the Holy Spirit, they had been faithful daily.
	
QUESTION
The Holy Spirit came to the believers after a lot of prayer in the days leading up to these verses. What changes might need to take place in your prayer life to open you more to God?



Activate
Carve out some additional time one day this week to pray. Shut the door to your room or a place that’s private, turn on some worship music, and spend time praying and worshipping. Do this in addition to your normal devotion time. Spend a little extra time and see what happens.
Pray
God, I understand that You respond to my prayers. I believe that You hear me and that You can reveal yourself to me in a profound way. As I take extra time this week to pray and worship, please allow Your Holy Spirit to draw near to me as I draw near to You. Amen.


Learn on Your Own
Day 5: We Can’t Stop
Engage
Read Acts 3:1–10; 4:13–20.
Consider
After they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, the disciples began to experience many miracles. They were used by God in a powerful way. It was exciting, but also presented some challenges. The religious leaders questioned and tried to intimidate Peter and John.
	
QUESTION
What happened to the lame man?




	QUESTION
What did the religious leaders notice about Peter and John?




	QUESTION
What was Peter and John’s response to the leaders’ intimidation tactics?



Reflect
It seems that when the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they developed a new level of confidence and boldness. More than ever, they were convinced about Jesus and His mission and wanted to be a part of that mission.
	
QUESTION
Have you ever felt intimidated about living for Jesus or being a witness for Him? Why or why not?



Activate
It may not seem like a big deal, but today will be a big deal to you. Wear a Christian shirt or a piece of jewelry that signifies you’re a Christian. Wear it with the thought that you are not going to live intimidated. Choose to proclaim God regardless of the opinions of others.

Pray
God, please forgive me for the times I have allowed myself to be intimidated about my faith in You. I choose to obey You no matter the cost. Along the way, I hope when others look at me, they can tell I know and obey You. Amen.
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